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I.  INTRODUCTION 
A.  One  of  Two  Alternatives 

National  constitutional  prohibition  in  the  United  States  of  America  is 
either  a ridiculous  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  the  government  of  a 
great  nation  to  do  an  impossible  thing,  or  else  it  marks  one  of  the  great  turn- 
ing points  in  the  world’s  history. 

The  alcohol  evil  is  not  confined  to  any  community,  state  or  nation.  It  is 
a world  problem. 

B.  The  Factor  of  Public  Opinion 

This  is  the  age  of  the  rule  of  public  opinion.  No  project,  however  worthy 
or  however  strongly  advocated  by  any  group,  is  capable  of  accomplishment 
except  as  it  expresses  public  opinion.  No  constitution  can  permanently  endure 
except  it  be  sanctioned  by  public  opinion.  No  statute  of  the  nation  can  suc- 
cessfully be  enforced  except  at  the  mandate  of  public  opinion.  In  the  United 
States  of  America,  public  opinion  is  king.  Prohibition,  therefore,  must  ulti- 
mately be  tried  in  the  supreme  court  of  public  opinion. 

II.  WHERE  DO  WE  STAND  TODAY? 

A.  Was  National  Prohibition  “Put  Over”? 

Before  we  ever  had  a national  prohibitory  law,  90  per  cent  of  all  the  town- 
ships, 85  per  cent  of  all  the  villages  and  75  per  cent  of  all  the  counties  in  all  the 
states,  and  33  entire  states,  representing  70  per  cent  of  the  nation’s  population, 
were  already  under  prohibition. 

The  first  eleven  amendments  to  the  federal  Constitution  were  ratified  by 
the  mere  necessary  three-fourths  vote  of  state  legislatures.  Four  states  never 
ratified  the  twelfth  amendment.  Five  states  never  ratified  the  thirteenth 
amendment.  Four  states  never  ratified  the  fourteenth  amendment.  Six  states 
never  ratified  the  fifteenth  amendment.  Six  states  never  ratified  the  sixteenth 
amendment.  Twelve  states  never  ratified  the  seventeenth  amendment,  and  ten 
states  have  never  ratified  the  nineteenth  amendment.  But  when  it  came  to  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment,  of  the  forty-eight  states,  forty-six  ratified  the  prohibi- 
tion amendment. 

The  Eighteenth  Amendment  to  the  federal  Constitution  was  merely  the 
translation  of  American  public  opinion  into  American  law. 

B.  Is  Prohibition  a Success  or  a Failure? 

The  question  as  to  whether  prohibition  in  the  United  States  is  a success 
i.s  not  only  vital  in  America,  but  it  is  one  of  the  most  vital  questions  in  the 
public  mind  in  almost  every  other  country  in  the  world.  There  is  a vast  differ- 
eiT''  between  complete  success  and  substantial  success. 

There  are  a few  outstanding  facts  which  “he  who  runs  may  read.” 
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If  the  public  sale  of  any  commodity  legitimately  sold  at  retail  today  were 
10  be  eliminated  from  the  principal  streets  of  our  cities  and  towns  and  if  all 
advertising  of  such  commodity  were  to  cease,  leaving  the  only  method  for 
securing  it  to  clandestine  efforts,  under  the  risk  of  arrest,  conviction  and  jail, 
would  the  manufacture  and  use  of  such  a commodity  be  increased  or  decreased? 

Were  any  such  commodity  eliminated  from  legitimate  channels  of  trade, 
would  there  likely  be  more  or  less  of  such  commodity  manufactured  by  crude 
and  dangerous  home-made  methods? 

Were  the  legal  importation  of  any  foreign  product  legally  cut  off,  would 
more  or  less  of  any  such  commodity  likely  find  its  way  through  smuggling 
channels  into  the  country? 

If  the  present  bootleg  liquor  in  America  is  so  deadly  as  the  enemies  of  pro- 
hibition admit,  and  if  the  consumption  is  larger  than  ever,  as  they  aver,  how 
does  one  account  today  for  the  highwater  mark  of  public  health  and  today's 
death  rate  in  the  United  States,  which  is  lower  than  at  any  previous  period  in 
the  nation’s  history? 

The  world's  drink  bill  at  present  is  estimated  at  about  twenty  billion  dol- 
lars annually.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  the  present  price  of  bootleg  liquor  in 
America  is  conservatively  about  ten  times  as  much  as  was  the  price  before 
prohibition.  If  therefore,  the  same  amount  of  liquor  were  being  consumed  as 
was  consumed  before  prohibition,  the  annual  drink  bill  of  this  country,  which 
was  over  two  billions  of  dollars  a few  years  ago,  would  now  be  more  than 
twenty  billions,  or  more  than  the  entire  estimated  drink  bill  for  the  whole 
world  including  the  United  States. 

C.  Can  the  Law  be  Enforced? 

This  question  is  not  only  one  of  great  importance,  so  far  as  the  United 
States  is  concerned,  but  it  is  also  one  of  far-reaching  significance  to  the  rest  of 
the  world. 

To  answer  this  important  question  is  at  the  same  time  to  answer  the  far 
more  vital  question  as  to  whether  democracy  can  effectuate  itself  and  as  to 
whether  a people’s  government  can  govern. 

Great  progress  has  been  made,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done.  The 
prohibitory  law  will  never  be  satisfactorily  enforced  until  the  American  people 
hold  strictly  to  account  those  who  are  elected  directly  by  the  people  to  admin- 
ister and  enforce  the  law.  That  means,  in  the  municipality,  the  mayor,  the 
prosecutor  and  the  justices;  in  the  county  it  means  the  sheriff,  the  county  attor- 
ney and  the  judges.  In  the  state  it  means  the  governor,  the  attorney  general 
and  the  state  judges.  But  in  the  federal  government  it  means  just  one  man — 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  is  the  only  person  (aside  from  the 
Vice-President)  in  the  entire  executive  and  judicial  departments  of  the  federal 
government,  elected  directly  by  the  people,  and  therefore  responsible  to  the 
people.  Moreover,  he  is  the  only  person  charged  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  with  preserving,  protecting  and  defending  the  Constitution.  He 
IS  the  only  person  designated  by  the  Constitution  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  land. 
The  Constitution  of  the  federal  government  specifically  says,  “The  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a President  of  the  United  States  of  America"  and  again 
it  says,  “He  shall  take  care  that  tlie  laws  be  faithfully  executed.” 
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The  primary  function  of  the  President  is  to  enforce  the  law.  For  that  pur- 
pose he  has  given  to  him  by  the  Constitution  the  entire  machinery  of  the  exec- 
utive department  of  the  government  and  the  supreme  command  of  all  that  there 
is  of  federal  police  power  as  well  as  of  the  army  and  the  navy.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  is  the  most  powerful  official  of  the  government.  He  is 
probably  the  most  powerful  official  in  the  .world.  Does  anyone  really  believe 
that  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  were  to  proceed  under  the  exercise  of 
his  full  power  to  bring  that  power  to  bear  in  all  its  meaningfulness,  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  prohibitory  law  could  not  be  transformed  in  forty-eight  hours? 

When  the  temperance  people  of  this  nation  arrive  at  the  place  where  they 
hold  to  responsibility  the  directly  responsible  officials  of  the  government,  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment  and  the  prohibitory  law  will  be  adequately  enforced. 

D.  Observance  of  the  Law 

But  there  is  one  thing  more  fundamental  even  than  the  enforcement  of  the 
law,  and  that  is  the  observance  of  the  law.  The  first  class  of  our  people  to 
whom  observance  should  be  applied  constitutes  the  officials  elected  and  ap- 
pointed to  enforce  the  law. 

No  individual  is  fit  to  govern  others  until  he  can  govern  himself.  No  corps 
of  public  officials  are  competent  to  execute  the  law  until  they  themselves  are 
law-abiding. 

The  prohibition  majority  in  these  United  States  placed  prohibition  in  the 
Constitution  Are  there  not  to  be  found  in  all  that  vast  majority  of  millions  of 
men  and  women  a sufficient  number  to  be  appointed  to  enforce  the  prohibitory 
law?  Why  should  key  officials,  chosen  specifically  to  enforce  prohibition,  be 
selected  from  the  wet  minority?  With  millions  of  capable  men  and  women  in 
the  United  States  who  believe  in  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  why  should  there 
be  chosen  men  or  women  for  this  particular  enforcement  task  who  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  Eighteenth  Amendment? 

Second  only,  however,  to  the  public  officials’  obligation  is  the  obligation 
which  rests  upon  the  citizens  of  the  nation.  We  shall  have  adequate  observ- 
ance of  the  law  by  the  people  only  when  the  people  observe  the  law,  not  simply 
because  it  is  law,  but  rather  because  of  their  respect  and  devotion  to  the  vital 
principle  of  righteousness  which  the  law  represents. 

E.  The  Rights  of  the  Minority 

No  sincere  minority  forfeits  its  rights  simply  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  a minority.  The  pro-liquor  minority  in  America  is  therefore  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  This  does  not  refer  to  the  criminal  classes,  but  it  does  refer  to  that 
sincere  minority  opposed  to  prohibition.  That  minority  has  rights  just  as 
sacred  as  the  rights  of  the  majority  and  these  rights  must  be  respected.  Those 
composing  such  a minority  have  two  distinct  relationships;  one  is  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  other  is  to  the  prohibition  majority  in  the  social  order.  In 
their  relation  to  the  government  they  must  of  necessity  obey  the  law  or  pay  the 
penalty  of  disobedience.  But  they  do  not  sustain  that  same  relationship  to  the 
prohibition  majority. 

The  government  may  be  fully  justified  in  compelling  them  to  obey  the  law 
because  it  is  the  law.  The  prohibition  majority,  can  not  discharge  its  obligation 
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to  that  minority  by  a mere  appeal  to  federal  bayonets  and  legal  authority.  To 
do  so  would  be  in  principle  to  resort  to  the  methods  of  every  powerful  autoc- 
racy which  the  world  has  known. 

Most  of  us  arc  proihbilionists  because  for  one  reason  or  another  we  have 
been  privileged  to  know  the  truth  about  alcohol,  the  liquor  evil  and  the  liquor 
traffic,  and  the  relative  value  of  <he  methods  of  dealing  with  that  evil.  But 
there  are  vast  numbers  of  our  people  who  do  not  agree  with  us.  They  have 
never  had  the  real  opportunity  to  ascertain  and  to  weigh  the  facts.  We  can 
discharge  our  obligation  to  that  minority  only  by  seeing  to  it  that  they  be  given 
the  opportunity  to  know  the  truth  as  that  opportunity  has  been  given  to  us. 

That  implies  at  once  a great  campaign  of  education  on  the  prohibition  ques- 
tion among  all  classes  of  the  people.  Such  a campaign  is  imperative  and  immi- 
nent if  prohibition  is  to  be  safeguarded. 

III.  WHERE  DO  WE  GO  FROM  HERE? 

The  vital  question  for  the  prohibition  forces  of  the  United  States  is  not, 
what  have  we  done,  nor  even,  where  do  we  stand.  The  vital  question  is,  in 
what  direction  are  we  moving? 

The  Christian  churches  of  the  United  States  are  maintaining  18,000  mis- 
sionaries in  the  foreign  mission  fields,  spending  on  that  work  in  those  fields 
over  forty  million  dollars  each  year.  Most  of  the  activities  of  that  gigantic 
Christian  undertaking  are  going  forward  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin-America. 
The  encroachments  and  penetration  of  European  and  American  liquor  interests 
can  churches  have  been  devoted  for  almost  a century.  Among  the  people  in 
these  several  countries  to  be  affected,  there  are  over  six  hundred  millions  who 
have  lived  under  the  influence  of  total  abstinence  religions  for  long  centuries. 
What  a chronicle  to  be  recorded  that  today  in  many  of  those  countries  it  is 
commonly  understood  by  the  native  people  that  if  one  desires  to  yield  to  the 
influences  being  brought  to  bear  by  western  liquor  interests  he  must  turn 
against  Mohammedanism  and  become  Christian! 

The  most  vitally  significant  factor  today  along  the  far-flung  battle  line  of 
Christian  missions  is  that  which  calls  loudly  to  America  for  assistance  and  lead- 
ership to  halt  the  rapid  spread  of  the  drink  traffic  by  western  liquor  methods, 
in  those  foreign  mission  fields. 

India,  with  her  three  hundred  millions  of  people  and  with  many  of  her 
native  states  under  prohibition,  is  today  being  set  upon  by  the  international 
liquor  traffic  as  never  before  in  her  history.  This  new  menace  threatens  to 
surpass  the  menace  of  opium.  Great  is  the  opportunity  for  western  leadership 
in  the  suppression  of  the  rapidly  developing  liquor  evil  which  is  now  only  in  its 
beginnings  in  India.  Within  a few  years  that  opportunity  may  be  gone  for- 
ever. 

Africa,  with  175,000,000  natives  who  have  heretofore  been  protected  from 
the  western  liquor  traffic  only  by  the  cooperation  of  the  great  nations  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  United  States  linked  together  under  the  Brussels  compact,  is 
rapidly  falling  a prey  to  the  western  liquor  traffic  while  the  international  clutch 
of  native  race  protection  is  slipping.  If  the  present  liquor  program  and  propa- 
ganda is  permitted  to  go  forward,  within  less  than  a generation,  ignorant  and 
superstitious  Africa  will  become  a drunken  menace  to  the  world. 
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Already  outlawed  American  breweries  and  distilleries  are  gaining  a foot- 
hold in  the  coast  cities  of  China  and  Malaysia  and  they  are  even  now  penetrat- 
ing into  the  interior  in  an  effort  to  satisfy  their  greed  by  the  debauching  of  four 
hundred  millions  of  the  yellow  race.  The  influence  of  the  total  abstinence  re- 
I'gions  of  many  of  these  people  is  waning  and  as  it  wanes  the  strongly  organ- 
ized international  liquor  traffic,  directed  from  Christian  countries,  threatens  to 
make  a yellow  peril  the  like  of  which  America  and  Europe  has  not  yet  dreamed. 
Let  the  western  liquor  traffic  once  become  thoroughly  established  and  en- 
trenched in  the  Mongolian  nationals  of  the  east,  and  a race  conflict  will  be  pre- 
cipitated that  will  inevitably  lead  to  a universal  war  that  will  shake  the  founda- 
tions of  this  old  world. 

Add  to  that  the  possibilities  of  the  recently  established  vodka  monopoly  by 
the  government  of  Soviet  Russia.  Add  to  that  again  the  breaking  down  of  the 
policy  of  self-determination  for  such  countries  as  Iceland,  Norway,  Finland, 
Sweden  and  Austria,  now  threatened  and  almost  cowed  by  the  vast  wine  inter- 
ests speaking  through  the  governments  of  France,  Spain,  Portugal  and  Italy, 
and  no  prophet  of  this  modern  world  would  dare  even  to  estimate  the  possible 
effect  in  a generation  upon  civilization  itself. 

The  same  international  liquor  interests  have  already  struck  a terrific  blow 
at  prohibition  in  Canada.  They  have  throttled  many  of  the  efforts  being  made 
in  other  countries  of  Europe.  The  United  States  of  America  now  faces  the 
alternative  of  cooperating  with  the  moral  and  religious  forces  of  those  other 
countries  in  the  effort  to  keep  the  international  liquor  traffic  busy  defending 
itself  in  the  nations  of  Europe,  or  of  being  compelled  to  face  and  fight  that  en- 
tire international  traffic  right  here  on  American  soil. 

• The  American  prohibition  forces  are  at  the  forks  of  the  road.  The  strategic 
opportunity  which  America  has  for  leadership  in  this  world-wide  crusade,  un- 
less improved  will  grow  less  possible  with  every  passing  year.  If  that  oppor- 
tunity should  pass,  the  responsibility  will  rest  largely  upon  the  moral  forces  of 
America,  represented  in  this  convention.  Which  road  do  we  take? 
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